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Maddie’s® Pet Rescue Project in Erie County 
Year 3 Annual Report 

October ‘11 – September ‘12 
 
Project Overview  
 

Y3 Annual Oct ’11 – Sept ‘12 

  

Baseline 
Oct 07 – 
Sept 07 

Y3 
Annual 
Actual 

Difference 
+/- from 
baseline % Change 

Y3 Annual 
Goal 

Actual as 
% of Goal 

INTAKE        

AG-From Public 1,178 1,865 687 58%   
AC-From Public 4,103 2,932 -1,171 -29%   
TR-From Public 13,759 11,715 -2,044 -15%   
Subtotal From Public 19,040 16,512 -2,528 -13%   
 AG-From AC 114 684 570 500%   
TR-From AC 175 122 -53 -30%   
Subtotal From AC 289 806 517 179%   
       
ADOPTION OF EC ANIMALS       
AG 1,150 2,161 1,011 88% 1,741 124% 
AC 699 977 278 40% 814 120% 
TR 5,733 6,526 793 14% 6,728 97% 
Total Adoptions – EC Animals 7,582 9,664 2,082 27% 9,283 104% 
        
EUTHANASIA       
Healthy Deaths 483 0 -483 -100% 0 100% 
Treatable Deaths 2,030 208 -1,822 -90% 812 390% 
Total Deaths 7,374 4,623 -2,751 -37% 5,673 123% 

 
Throughout Year 3 of the Maddie’s® Pet Rescue Project in Erie County, the partner organizations 
were able to achieve a 27% increase in adoptions over the baseline year of 2007.  As a coalition, 
we exceeded our goal of 9,283 by 381 adoptions.  The Project partners worked hard to push 
adoptions through new off site locations.  Never before have residents in Erie County had so 
many options of where to adopt a new pet.   
 
The Maddie’s® Project partners are proud to report that zero healthy animals were euthanized in 
Year 3 which signifies 36 months without a healthy death in our community.  Treatable deaths 
declined by a remarkable 90% when compared to 2007, and total deaths were down 37%. 
 
Both the City of Buffalo Animal Shelter and SPCA had double digit declines in intake in Year 3.  
The City Shelter has seen a nearly 50% reduction in dog surrenders.  And, the SPCA has seen a 
substantial reduction in cat intake due to an appointment-based system for surrenders.  Although 
the number of owner surrenders to the adoption guarantee partners has increased due to the 
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SPCA’s appointment requirement, the SPCA has found that approximately 15% of pet owners on 
the wait list rehome their cat on their own.  Just over 1,500 cats were placed on the SPCA’s wait 
list in Year 3.  This translates to around 225 cats rehomed by their owners. 
 
Progress on Project Objectives 

 
A.  Increase Adoptions 

 

Organization 

Y3 Baseline 
Adoptions 

Of EC Animals 

Total Y3 
Adoptions 

Goal 

Total Y3 Actual 
Adoptions of EC 

Animals 
Black Dog, Second Chance (BDSC) 0 53 53 
HEART 345 410 424 
Second Chance 306 396 462 
Ten Lives Club (TLC) 499 882 1,222 
City of Buffalo Animal Shelter (CBAS) 699 814 977 
SPCA Serving Erie County (SPCA) 5,733 6,728 6,526 
TOTAL 7,582 9,283 9,664 

 
 
Maddie’s® Coalition Adoption Events & Programs 
 
Coalition Adoption Events                           # of Adoptions 

Event Date SPCA CBAS 
 

BDSC HEART 
Second 
Chance 

 
TLC Total 

Walden Galleria Adoption Center N/A 970 76 0 0 80 201 1,327 

Bully For You! 2/4/12 4 3 - - - - 7 

Kitten Shower 6/30/12 13 3 - 5 - 5 26 
Kitten Shower 7/28/12 6 8 - 3 5 3 25 

Pet Expo & Super Adoption Event 
10/19 & 
10/20 30 7 0 1 1 3 42 

Total  1,023 97 0 9 86 212 1,427 
 
As a coalition, the Maddie’s® Project partners participated in a number of worthwhile adoption 
endeavors throughout Year 3, the most vital being the SPCA Walden Galleria Adoption Center.  
There are 15 cat condos at the Galleria, 12 of which are allocated to the SPCA.  The City Shelter, 
Second Chance, and Ten Lives Club each have one condo.  Black Dog, Second Chance normally 
does not adopt out cats and HEART has opted to focus on their own adoption center instead. 
 
In February, the SPCA and the City of Buffalo Animal Shelter participated in the coalition’s annual 
Bully for You! adoption event.  As a result, seven pit bull type dogs were adopted.  Adoption 
numbers for this event were down from previous years because only one puppy was present.  In 
the past, both the SPCA and City Shelter had litters of puppies available.  However, on average, 
the SPCA and City Shelter do only two pit bulls adoptions a day combined so the fact that six 
adult pit bulls found homes in just three hours is an accomplishment.  
 
The Maddie’s Pet Rescue Project hosted a Kitten Shower on June 30th at the Walden Galleria.  
Potential adopters were encouraged to bring items from our wish list such as litter and litter pans, 
towels, and kitten milk replacer.  The City Shelter, HEART, SPCA Serving Erie County, and Ten 
Lives Club all participated.  A total of 26 kittens were adopted and the coalition received two large 
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boxes of cat food, litter, toys and other supplies.  In July, a second Kitten Shower was organized 
at the Eastern Hills Mall.  This time around, five of the six partners took part and, although 
donations were very minimal, 25 kittens found homes.  
 
The 3rd annual Maddie’s Pet Rescue Project Pet Expo & Super Adoption Event was held in 
October.  With 30 rescue groups and shelters participating, it was the largest assembly of rescues 
under one roof in Western NY.  Although the majority opted to not facilitate on the spot adoptions, 
the event led to a total of at least 77 adoptions, 42 of which were from the Project partners.  A few 
of the participants have not provided us with their adoption figures. 
 
Partner Adoption Events & Programs 
 
Black Dog, Second Chance 
Because Black Dog, Second Chance was formed in 2007, they do not have a baseline for 
adoptions of Erie County animals.  Yet, the organization has grown significantly since its 
inception.  BDSC is now an integral partner in the Maddie’s Pet Rescue Project with over 60 
volunteers working to save our community’s homeless pets, one dog at a time.  Volunteers were 
able to meet the organization’s goal of 53 adoptions. 
 
Black Dog, Second Chance showcases dogs available for adoption on the third Saturday of each 
month at a local Pets Supplies Plus.  They find the location to be beneficial for promoting their 
rescue organization and increasing their volunteer base.  The majority of adoptions for the 
organization, however, are done directly with the foster volunteer fostering that animal.  Most of 
Black Dog, Second Chance’s adoptions occur as a result of a potential adopter discovering the 
animal on petfinder.com, on their website, or on their Facebook page.   
 
In December, BDSC held a Pet Photos with Santa fundraiser at Pet Supplies Plus.  One dog was 
adopted as a result.  In June, they hosted an adoption event and fundraiser called Dogs are 
Family Too at a local community center.  They invited area rescue groups and shelters to 
participate, including the SPCA and City Animal Shelter.  The event also featured vendors, live 
music, a chicken BBQ dinner, and a basket raffle.  Although many of the participating 
organizations did not have any adoptions due to inclement weather, BDSC plans on hosting the 
outdoor festival again in June of 2013. 
 
During the spring, BDSC secured a small adoption center in the suburb of East Amherst.  
Volunteers worked on fixing up the building throughout the summer to ready it for adoption 
events.  In August, BDSC hosted a baby shower at the new center for the puppies and kittens in 
their care.  Three animals were adopted. 
  
HEART  
HEART’s move to an adoption center around one tenth of a mile from their previous location has 
helped solidify the organization as consistent and dependable.  The new space is nearly three 
times larger and is in a more well-trafficked location, closer to restaurants and shops in the village 
of Hamburg.  The vast majority of HEART’s adoptions have occurred at their adoption center.  
Because of their friendly volunteers and desirable location, they were able to adopt out 424 
animals in Year 3, exceeding their goal of 410 adoptions. 
 
By participating in numerous PetSmart adoption events, HEART was able to adopt out 
approximately 25 cats.  In addition, they had two adoptions from an event at Cradle Beach, a 
camp for disabled children, as well as one adoption from an environmental fair.  HEART had one 
adoption from their presence at a local farmers’ market.  They hosted an open house on March 
23rd at their adoption center where they had one adoption and participated in the coalition Kitten 
Shower adoption event where they had four adoptions.  In August, HEART participated in the Erie 



MADDIE’S PET RESCUE PROJECT IN ERIE COUNTY  
 Page 4 

County Fair which resulted in two adoptions.  They had one adoption at an event at USA Bird 
Supply. 
 
HEART is proactively working to increase adoptions by focusing on featuring desirable photos of 
available animals on their website and Facebook page.  Volunteers are vigilant about maintaining 
HEART’s website, and removing images of those animals who have been adopted. 
 
Second Chance 
Second Chance’s dedicated volunteers worked harder than ever to push adoptions during Year 3.  
As a result of their efforts, they adopted out 462 cats and surpassed their goal by 66 adoptions.  
The President of Second Chance is proud that they have been able to exceed their goal without 
compromising their standards. 
 
Second Chance has an adoption center within the Honey Hill Pet Center, a popular pet store 
inside the Eastern Hills Mall, which has been the foundation in reaching their goals.  It consists of 
a free roaming cat room as well as a large front window with cats available for adoption.  In 
August of 2012, they also acquired two cages at the Cara Mia Pet Resort and Spa which is 
located in an upscale neighborhood.  This venue is a one of a kind daycare facility which will 
enable Second Chance to adopt out more animals and to secure more supporters and 
volunteers.   
 
Of all of the Project partners, Second Chance consistently has the best adoption photos.  This 
helps their animals to stand out from all the others on websites such as petfinder.com.  Second 
Chance enjoys several free weekly spots in various local publications, including Buffalo Rising, 
Metro WNY, and various local Pennysavers.   
 
TLC 
Because of the tremendous growth that Ten Lives Club has shown since the Project began, we 
set an aggressive adoptions goal of 882 cats for Year 3.  Through their extensive off-site network, 
they were able to smash their goals every month.  TLC ended up facilitating 1,222 adoptions, 
surpassing their goal by 39%. 
 
Ten Lives Club continues to maintain a partnership with the Tabbytown Cat Adoption Center at 
the McKinley Mall, the only mall located in the southern suburbs of Buffalo.  The off-site location 
can hold approximately 50-60 cats at any one time.  It is the cornerstone for Ten Lives Club to 
reach their adoption goals. 
 
In October, TLC secured a new off-site location at a Pet Supplies Plus in Buffalo.  They 
participated in Best Friends National $5 Adoption Days in November for a total of eight adoptions.  
Ten Lives Club also ran a Guardian Angel Program for seniors where they paid the pet security 
deposit.  This led to two adoptions.  A Home for the Holidays promotion led to 95 adoptions in 
December.  TLC had a poster campaign for special needs cats which resulted in six adoptions, 
and had six adoptions at a Rally to Rescue event.   
 
By participating in a PetSmart adoptathon in February, TLC had four adoptions.  Over the 
President’s Day weekend, they held a sale that led to three adoptions.  In March, TLC 
implemented a Teacher’s Pet program which provides discounted adoption fees to teachers.  It 
has resulted in two adoptions.  Throughout the month of May, Ten Lives Club participated in a 
“Black is Back” adoption promotion sponsored by the North Shore Animal League and Best 
Friends.  Discounted pricing was offered on all black cats.  The effort resulted in 12 adoptions.  In 
July, TLC held its own Kitten Shower and had eight adoptions.  They hosted a Rally to Rescue 
Pet Expo in August where they had five adoptions. 
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Ten Lives Club was awarded two large grants to promote and subsidize a new adoption policy 
aimed at seniors, veterans and the disabled.  They received $10,000 from PETCO and $7,500 
from Best Friends.  TLC will use the funds to pay the security deposit for adopters who adopt a 
harder to place cat, such as cats over the age of three, shy cats, or those that are FIV+. 
 
Perhaps the most exciting news to share on TLC’s behalf is their purchase of a 38’ foot mobile 
adoption unit in May.  The vehicle will be fitted with 13 cages: 3 for dogs and 10 for cats.  TLC is 
currently soliciting sponsors for the cages and is waiting for the exterior to be painted. 
 
CBAS 
As in past years of the Project, the Director of the City of Buffalo Animal Shelter was initially 
hesitant about setting a rather lofty goal of 814 adoptions for Year 3.  Yet, because of the tireless 
efforts of CBAS volunteers and staff, they were able to exceed their goal and adopt out a 
whopping 977 animals.  This represents the highest number of adoptions that the City Shelter has 
ever done in a year. 
 
Shelter volunteers are eager to promote adoptions at whatever venue they can.  During the first 
quarter of Year 3, shelter volunteers participated in events at PetSmart, a Barksgiving adoption 
event held at the shelter in November, and a Fall Open House at a local retailer called The Animal 
Kingdom.  In the second quarter, The Friends of the City Shelter, along with a few four-legged 
friends, walked in Buffalo’s annual St. Patrick’s Day parade.  Although the event does not directly 
lead to adoptions, it is great exposure for the shelter.  Additionally, the CBAS participated in the 
SPCA’s Certified Pre-Owned Pets Adoption Event on March 31st.  Two dogs were adopted.  The 
shelter also ran a promotion for black cats in the second quarter.  Adopters received $30 off 
adoption fees and the promotion resulted in 20 adoptions. 
 
The Friends of the CBAS participated in numerous events in the third and fourth quarters, 
perhaps more than any other partner.  These events include Dog Days of Kenmore, La Te Da Pet 
Spa Dog Days of Summer Cookout, Buffalo Bisons’ Dog Day at the Ballpark, and Dogs are 
Family Too.  In addition, they took part in the Run for Rover, Buffalo Garden Walk, Elmwood Arts 
Festival, USA Bird Supply Adoption Event, and weekly visits at the Bidwell Farmer’s Market.  An 
unprecedented 8 dogs and 3 cats were adopted as a direct result of their efforts at the Farmer’s 
Market! 
 
The City Shelter’s off-site adoption locations for cats continue to be successful venues.  Over 75 
adoptions were from PetSmart, and a combined 55 adoptions were from Elmwood Pet Supply, a 
locally owned pet store, and area veterinary hospitals.   
 
SPCA 
Throughout Year 3, adoptions at the SPCA reached a series of highs and lows.  In the end, 
despite offering a myriad of enticing promotions, the SPCA fell short of their annual goal of 6,728 
by 202 adoptions.  While the Executive Director is disappointed that adoptions were unpredictable 
despite the staff’s best efforts, she is thrilled that the other partner organizations have done so 
well. 
 
In the fall of 2011, the SPCA phased in a newly organized adoptions department.  Instead of 
sitting behind the adoptions desk, adoption counselors are now on the adoption floor assisting 
guests.  Volunteers have been recruited to sit behind the desk to enter data and process 
paperwork.  The goal is to provide a more personalized experience for potential adopters, thereby 
increasing customer satisfaction.  To further ensure the ease of guests at the shelter, particularly 
during the interview process, pre-approval cards have been changed to “guest passes”. 
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In February, the New York State police reached out to the SPCA in the seizure of over 500 cats 
from the Wyoming County SPCA.  The Maddie’s® Project partners stepped up to take over 60 
cats, and the SPCA took in nearly 80.  The remaining cats were transferred to a myriad of rescue 
groups from across New York, including a local organization that finds barn homes for feral cats.  
As a result of the investigation, the Wyoming County SPCA lost their adoption center at the 
Eastern Hills Mall, a mall located in the affluent suburb of Williamsville.  Because the managers of 
the Eastern Hills Mall are huge animal lovers, they immediately offered the space to the Erie 
County SPCA.  Staff and volunteers were able to transform the space in the span of a week.  The 
new adoption center holds 18 cages and is open Tuesday to Friday from 3pm to 8pm, Saturdays 
from 11am to 7pm, and Sundays from 12pm to 5pm.  The SPCA reached out to the Maddie’s® 
partners and offered a cage in exchange for staffing the center one day a month.  But, because 
many of the partners’ volunteers work full-time, Ten Lives Club was the only group able to staff 
the center.  In exchange for staffing the site every Tuesday, TLC has received three cages. 
 
Below is a summary of the SPCA’s promotions throughout Year 3: 
 

Month Promotion Description # of Adoptions 
October Columbus Day  

Wag of the Week 
Any dog or cat adoption:  

$14.92 
47 dogs and 

cats 
October Feline Frenzy  

Wag of the Week 
Any off-site, Galleria Mall, or 
Whisker Wag’n adoption: $40 

28 cats 

November Falling for Felines Cats 1 and older: fee waived 
Cats under 1: $50 

397 cats 

December Eastern Hills Mall Pet Expo  5 dogs and cats 
February Eastern Hills Mall adoptathon All cats: fee waived 54 cats 

February 20-26 PAWscars Any dog or cat adoption:       
50% off 

200 dogs and 
cats 

March 31 Certified Pre-Owned Pets  11 dogs and 
cats 

April Eastern Hills Mall Furry 
Friends Pet Expo 

 9 dogs and cats 

May Pets & Vets Fee waived adoptions for all 
active duty military and veterans 

25 dogs and 
cats 

May/June Groupon Cat or kitten adoption: $39 
Dog or puppy adoption: $89 

127 certificates 
purchased        

85 redeemed 
June Adopt a Cat month Cats 1 and older: fee waived  185 cats over 1 

August Hot, Hot, Hot Cats 1 and older: fee waived 
Cats under 1: $100 

453 cats 

September Hot, Hot, Hot Cats 1 and older: fee waived 
Cats under 1: $100 

450 cats 

 
Other efforts to increase adoptions include: 

• A policy of fee waived adoptions for cats three and older 
• A policy of fee waived adoptions for dogs ten and older 
• A weekly segment on the SPCA’s Facebook page known as “Friend Request Tuesday” 

where a video clip or photograph of a dog or cat that has been at the shelter for an 
extended period of time, or has special needs, is featured 

• An Animal E-Coordinator manages the animal profiles on the shelter’s website and 
coordinates the volunteers working on photos and videos  
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B.  Reduce Euthanasia 
 
Keep the Focus on Transferring Pets from AC Shelters 
Since the start of the Project, the Adoption Guarantee partners, as well as the SPCA, have helped 
to relieve some of the overcrowding that often burdens the City Shelter.  The partners have been 
quick to respond when the City Shelter has a need to transfer out an animal(s).  In total, 806 dogs 
and cats were transferred to the partners in Year 3 as compared to 289 in 2007.  This represents 
an increase of nearly 179%. 
 
Community Pet Matrix 
The Pet Evaluation Matrix has been used by the partners to classify dogs and cats upon intake.  It 
has helped to streamline how each organization categorizes various medical and behavioral 
conditions.  As a result, it has allowed the partners to prioritize their resources and to determine 
the best outcome for an animal.  Since October 1, 2009, the Matrix has been re-evaluated and 
adjusted to ensure that homeless dogs and cats in Erie County are provided with the highest 
standard of care.   
 
Maintaining an Adoption Guarantee for Healthy Pets 
The Project partners set out to maintain a healthy adoption guarantee from day one and, 
consequently, there have been zero healthy deaths since the Project began on October 1, 2009.  
The partners remain in constant communication with the City Shelter, and the Director of the City 
Shelter immediately contacts the partners if a healthy animal is in danger of euthanasia.   
 
Reduce Shelter Intake 
During Year 3, a number of efforts were undertaken to control the local homeless pet population.  
Operation Pets reports that 3,519 spay/neuters were performed by the Maddie’s® Spay/Neuter 
Project partners.  Additionally, the Executive Director of the SPCA worked with the ASPCA on an 
organized spay/neuter blitz.  Using geo mapping software, specific pockets of Erie County were 
targeted.  Since its inception in January of 2011, 365 cats have been spayed/neutered.  Although 
we cannot conclusively state that our community’s spay/neuter efforts have led to a decline in 
shelter intake, it is certainly clear that the cat population is not increasing.   
 
In another effort to diminish shelter intake, the SPCA has been offering free spay/neuter to cat 
owners attempting to surrender their pet.  Free spay/neuter surgery serves a dual purpose: 
keeping the cat in the home and preventing unwanted future births.  This policy has resulted in 
approximately 50 pet owners retaining their pet in Year 3.  The SPCA also offers free pet food to 
owners facing hard times.  While this is not a permanent solution, it helps pet owners to retain 
their pet during periods of temporary unemployment or other hardships.  
 
The SPCA continues to maintain a wait list for pet owners looking to surrender their cat.  
Throughout Year 3, just over 1,500 cats were placed on a wait list from around 700 owners.  
When a pet owner calls to add their pet to the list, the admissions supervisor offers over the 
phone counseling on issues such as house soiling, inappropriate scratching, and conflict between 
pets due to a lack of proper introduction.  If the pet owner’s issues stem beyond these areas, a 
local certified pet trainer is recommended.  Approximately 225 cats were rehomed in Year 3 that 
could have potentially been surrendered to the SPCA. 
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Fundraising/Organizational Development 
 

Organization 

Fundraising 
Subsidy 

Paid  

Year 3 
Set Aside 

Goal 

Year 3    
Set Aside 

Actual 

Project to 
Date Goal 

Project to 
Date Actual 

BDSC $750 $2,625 $2,700 $4,625 $4,700 
HEART $1,250 $4,375 $4,375 $10,075 $41,575 
Second Chance $1,400 $4,750 $6,100 $10,450 $68,300 
TLC $17,600 $60,000 $26,000 $65,700 $31,700 
SPCA $19,000 $66,000 $82,179 $170,322 $153,396 
Coalition $13,776 $48,000 $44,567 $120,500 $115,931 
Total $53,776 $185,750 $165,921 $381,672 $415,602 

 
 
Fundraising 
 
Coalition Fundraising Events 
To help attain the coalition set aside goal of $48,000, the Project partners participated in three 
major fundraising events.  In February, the Save the Strays Sweepstakes successfully raised 
$9,431.44.  Tickets were sold for $20 each with a grand prize of $7,500.  Second prize was a trip 
for two to Orlando (with 3 nights’ hotel donated by a local travel agency) and third prize was a 
Kindle Fire.  Fundraising subsidy money was used to pay for the cost of the raffle tickets, the 
Kindle Fire, and the airfare to Orlando.   
 
On April 19th, the partners hosted Viva Las Vegas, a fundraiser featuring casino-style games such 
as blackjack and roulette.  Although the event had all the right elements, including 12 casino 
tables, an Elvis impersonator and a basket raffle, it was not very well attended due to competition 
from other charitable events.  Viva Las Vegas raised a total of $2,601.36.  Of the coalition’s 
fundraising subsidy, $895 was used towards the room rental and $645.98 covered the service 
charge.  In addition, $600 was used to pay for the rental of the casino games, and $200 was used 
towards the appearance fee for an Elvis impersonator.  Because the partners already host a 
myriad of fundraisers in the late winter and spring, we have opted not to continue this event. 
 
In June, the coalition hosted a Kitten Shower that brought in $383.13 in donations.  This brings 
the total raised in donations to $995.88.  Additionally, $571.79 was brought in through the sale of 
Maddie’s® Project t-shirts and $118.33 resulted in interest on the Maddie’s Project savings 
account. 
 
The largest and most successful coalition fundraiser was held on October 19 & 20: the Maddie’s® 
Pet Rescue Project Pet Expo & Super Adoption Event.  A total of 112 vendors participated 
including 30 area rescue groups and shelters and 82 businesses and other non-profits.  Over 
2,200 people attended plus more than 300 volunteers.  Just over $10,500 in coalition fundraising 
subsidy money was used to off-set the expenses associated with putting on the Pet Expo, 
expenses such as room rental, table rental, pipe and drape rental, and ticket printing fees of $1 
per ticket sold.  The Pet Expo raised $30,849.  Looking ahead to Year 4, the Pet Expo will be the 
coalition’s one and only fundraiser.  The Project Coordinator sees room for further growth in 
attendance and in sponsorship opportunities. 
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Partner Fundraising Events 
 
Black Dog, Second Chance 
Black Dog, Second Chance volunteers have been working diligently to grow their fundraising 
efforts.  They took a portion of the proceeds from various events to set aside $2,700.  BDSC’s 
fundraising subsidy was used to cover the down payment for the comedy club fundraiser.  Below 
is a list of their fundraisers along with the net proceeds. 
 
Pet Supplies Plus donations $168 
Wendy’s $150 
Pet Photos with Santa $500 
Kans for Karly $834 
Flower Power sale $965 
Comedy Club fundraiser $2,875 
Dogs are Family Too $3,528 
TOPS gift cards $355 
Denny’s $533 
Online auction $1,397 
Donation boxes $600 
Misc. fundraising $350 
Total $12,255 

 
HEART 
To help cover their operating expenses, HEART held several successful fundraisers throughout 
Year 3.  Using funds from their Year 2 adoption subsidy money, HEART has set aside the full 
amount of their set aside goal: $4,375.  Their fundraising subsidy was spent on product for resale 
at events at the Hamburg Fairgrounds and Walden Galleria.  Below is a list of their fundraisers 
along with the net proceeds. 
 
Walden Galleria $5,344 
Christmas in the Country $10,440 
Yuletide in the Country $3,507 
Pet Expo $307 
Home & Garden Show $1,035 
Plantasia $1,548 
TOPS $222 
Star Club at Immaculata High School $863 
Donations $965 
Holiday mailing $215 
Springtime in the Country $2,262 
Greased Lightning $353 
Spaghetti Dinner $4,021 
Adoption center product sales $447 
JP Fitzgerald’s $881 
Burger Fest $520 
Denny’s Dog Days $666 
Erie County Fair $6,730 
Coyote Café $1,127 
SCRIP cards $820 
Greg Biffle grant $2,000 
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Bequest $3,171 
Misc. fundraising $2,197 
Total $49,641 

 
Second Chance 
Second Chance held a few key fundraisers in Year 3 to cover veterinary expenses.  They took a 
portion of the proceeds from each event and ended the year at $6,100 set aside against a goal of 
$4,750.  Second Chance’s fundraising subsidy was used to print postcards to advertise upcoming 
events as well as on a new banner.  Below is a list of their fundraisers along with the net profits: 
 
Appeal Letter $11,240 
Chinese Auction   $8,219 
Nite Out Books   $725 
Poinsettia Plant Sales  $480 
Spaghetti Dinner & Auction $4,672 
Spring Yard Sale & Chicken BBQ $6,500 
Fall Yard Sale Chicken BBQ $6,502 
Blue Cross Blue Shield* $1,000 
Misc. $144 
Total $39,482 

 
* Out of 20 charitable organizations, Second Chance was chosen by a local Blue Cross Blue 
Shield office as their favorite charity.  As a result, an interview was done with "Tux", Second 
Chance’s feline representative.  The interview was publicized to their vast network of employees. 
 
TLC 
Out of all of the Project partners, Ten Lives Club held the largest number of fundraisers to help 
off-set their operating costs.  Through proceeds from various events, including the Summer Raffle 
and Twive & Receive donations, Ten Lives Club has set aside $26,000 against a goal of $60,000.  
TLC received a fundraising subsidy of $17,600 which was used to cover the salary of a part-time 
fundraiser hired in March.  Because the organization fell short of their set aside goal by a pretty 
significant amount, they intend on reserving at least $20,000 in the first quarter of Year 4 through 
proceeds from their Lucky 7’s raffle.  Below is a list of the fundraisers along with the net profits:  
 
PETCO grant $10,000 
Best Friends Senior Grant $7,500 
Blue Cross Blue Shield Grant $1,000 
Fashion Show $800 
Halloween Fish Fry $1,500 
200 Baskets, Items Galore $1,500 
Holiday Wreath Sale $5,000 
Reign in the Holidays $500 
Pet Pictures with Santa at Petsmart $1,100 
Kris Kringle event $150 
Rally to Rescue $800 
Giftwrapping $400 
Holiday Newsletter $4,000 
Takats Foundation Grant $1,000 
Chili Cook Off $2,000 
Sweetheart Dinner $1,200 
Fur Ball $3,500 
Summer Raffle $16,457 
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Breakfast Fundraiser $1,200 
Coin Show $1,200 
Mr. Goodbar $900 
Garage Sale $1,600 
Pet Supplies Plus fundraisers $4,100 
Twive & Receive fundraiser $4,000 
Chicken BBQ $800 
Corn Festival $2,800 
George’s Hot Dog fundraiser $1,700 
Rally to Rescue Pet Expo $900 
Doggie Dog Wash $500 
Sale of Concord Shelter $7,000 
Misc. fundraising $2,381 
Total $87,488 

 
CBAS 
The Friends of CBAS organized four major fundraising endeavors in Year 3.  The first was a 
highly successful Kuranda dog bed campaign, resulting in donations of 64 dog beds worth $4,000.  
This equates to one bed for each dog kennel.  Another initiative was the shelter’s annual 
newsletter which resulted in over $5,000 in donations.   
 
In February, the Friends hosted Paws for Love, an event featuring live music, food, a basket 
auction, and a kissing booth with the Shelter’s mascot, Tuffy.  It benefited the shelter’s 
spay/neuter efforts and raised $9,000.  In April, they hosted their 3rd annual Party for Paws, a 
fundraiser which resulted in over $8,000.  Guests enjoyed food and beverages donated by local 
restaurants, music, a basket auction, and various raffles.  Shelter volunteers also raised $2,200 
through their presence at community events over the summer. 
 
SPCA 
Fundraising for the SPCA’s increased fundraising goal centers around the Yelp for Help Fund, a 
fund to mitigate the expenses of treatable and manageable animals.  To qualify as a “Yelp for 
Help” patient, veterinary expenses must exceed $500.  As of September 30th, $47,295 has been 
raised due to a few prominent cases, one involving two starved pit bulls and another involving a 
cat burned in a house fire.  This figure includes a $20,000 grant from the PETCO Foundation.  It 
also includes the income from the SPCA’s new monthly giving program: Yelp Helpers.  Yelp 
Helpers is centered on the need for consistent support for the SPCA’s more expensive medical 
cases.  Thus far, 25 people have signed on to donate to the program on a recurring basis. 
 
The SPCA coordinated three successful fundraising endeavors in the first quarter of Year 3.  On 
November 8th, over 30 local restaurants participated in the SPCA event “The Big Chew”.  Each 
restaurant donated a percentage of sales for that evening back to the SPCA.  Percentages 
ranged from 10% to 50% with an average of 25%.  Just over $9,000 was raised.  In December, 
the SPCA hosted its 8th annual Radiothon, a three day event held in partnership with STAR 102.5, 
a prominent local radio station.  Appeals were made to the public to become Angels for the 
Animals by committing to donations on a recurring monthly basis.  The Radiothon raised 
more money than ever before… $263,000 was pledged!  The increase was due largely to the 
"Have a Heart" promotion at several area Dunkin' Donuts restaurants.  The sale of heart-shaped 
donuts resulted in a donation of $16,500.  Also in December was a promotion through Delta 
Sonic, a car wash business.  Coupon booklets containing certificates for three free car washes 
and a certificate for two free entrees at Applebee’s were sold for $25.  100% of the purchase price 
was donated back to the SPCA.  The effort brought in $28,121.98. 
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In the second quarter, the SPCA’s My Pet is Cuter Than Yours Pet Photo Contest ran through the 
month of March.    Participants paid a suggested fee of $5 per entry and the general public then 
voted for their favorites from amongst four categories for $1 a vote.  The effort brought in $19,384 
after expenses.  The SPCA also sent out a Spring Fund Drive direct mail appeal which raised 
$65,476.   
 
The SPCA’s annual Wine & Wags fundraiser was held in June.  The event was MC’d by a local 
radio personality and 383 guests were in attendance.  Guests were able to sample wine and food 
from 25 area restaurants and wineries.  A local brewery even crafted a special SPCA ale for the 
event.  In total, $24,985 was raised before expenses.  This figure includes proceeds from a 
Staycation raffle that was offered for the month leading up to the event.   
 
In the fourth quarter, the development department sent out a direct mail piece that focused on the 
Maddie’s® Pet Rescue Project.  This mailing brought in $34,884.  The SPCA’s second largest 
fundraiser of the year was held on September 29th: Paws in the Park.  Paws in the Park is a 2 mile 
dog walk around a local state park.  The event raised just over $123,000 through registration fees, 
pledges and sponsorship funds, an increase of over $28,000 from 2011.  Rummage for Rover, a 
third party fundraiser organized by SPCA volunteers, also took place in September.  The sale 
raised $4,356 through the sale of donated items plus a baked goods sale.  Also occurring in the 
fourth quarter was the fall edition of the SPCA newsletter Animals at Heart.  It raised $36,859. 
 
Through Yelp for Help and the Maddie’s® Project centered mailing, the SPCA has raised $82,179 
against an increased fundraising goal of $66,000.  They used approximately $8,500 of their 
fundraising subsidy money to pay for a mailing that centered around the Maddie’s® Pet Rescue 
Project.  Just over $1,200 was used to pay for a re-design of the SPCA’s materials.  The new 
brochures will have a tear off slip for supporters to make a donation.  Additionally, $2,900 was 
used to purchase heavy weight tablecloths with the SPCA’s new logo.  The tablecloths will be 
used at community events to ensure that the SPCA has a professional appearance.  Prizes for the 
photo contest and the Staycation raffle came to approximately $3,000.  The SPCA has over 
$3,000 remaining in fundraising subsidy money that may be used in Year 4. 
 
Organizational Development 
Adoption subsidies for each month were paid after the statistics were received and verified for that 
month.  Each partner was only paid to goal.  Adoption subsidy money owed to the City of Buffalo 
Animal Shelter, HEART, and Second Chance will be paid after the submission of the Year 3 
annual reports.  
 

Year 3 Annual Adoption Performance and Subsidies 

Partner Name 

Actual AB 
Adoptions 
from AC 

($875 each) 

Actual AB 
Adoptions 

from Public 
($175 each) 

Total 
Actual AB 
Adoptions 

Y3 Subsidy 
Paid  

(up to goal) 

Y3 
Subsidy 

Owed 

 
Y3 Above 

Goal Bonus  
(paid at end 

of year) 

 
Y3 Total 

Subsidies 

BDSC 22 31 53 $24,675 $0 $0 $24,675 
HEART 27 52 79 $0 $30,275 $2,450 $32,725 
Second Chance 100 56 156 $0 $78,750 $18,550 $97,300 
TLC 338 385 723 $303,625 $0 $59,500 $363,125 
CBAS - 278 278 $0 $20,125 $28,525 $48,650 
SPCA  121 672 793 $223,475 $0 $0 $223,475 
TOTAL 608 1,474 2,082 $551,775 $129,150 $109,025 $789,950 
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Coalition Development 
 
In October, the Project and Adoptions Coordinators took on an intern to assist with social media 
and event planning.  The intern is also a volunteer with the City of Buffalo Animal Shelter and has 
been helpful in researching ideas for fundraisers and adoption events. 
 
Partner Development 
 
Black Dog, Second Chance 
Thanks to its adoption subsidy money, Black Dog, Second Chance has been able to pay for a 
year’s rent in full on a new adoption center.  They also purchased dog crates for several foster 
homes, restocked their supply of medication, and covered veterinary bills and behavior 
modification training for several dogs in their care. 
 
Since October of 2011, BDSC has added approximately 20 volunteers to foster animals and work 
adoption and fundraising events.  BDSC also acquired a van and a trailer, both of which were 
donated to the organization and will allow them to make larger transports. 
 
HEART 
HEART received its Year 2 adoption subsidy money in Year 3 and was able to use the funds in a 
variety of ways.   They covered the rent for their new adoption center and to replace the solid 
doors with glass doors to allow potential adopters to see in, and the cats to see out.  Also, HEART 
installed three glass front cat condos in place of wire cages.  In addition to upgrading their 
adoption center, HEART prepaid $6,000 in veterinary expenses at their preferred veterinary 
hospital and purchased products to resell at crafts shows at the Hamburg Fairgrounds.  The 
remaining amount, approximately $30,000, has been set aside for the time being. 
 
Just prior to the start of Year 3, HEART was informed by their landlord that he was looking to sell 
the building.  The building owner is presently renovating the neighboring building and is looking to 
sell the two as a package deal.  HEART is seeking out a new adoption facility in the village of 
Hamburg but it is not known when they will need to relocate. 
 
On a positive note, HEART added a Northtowns chapter to their organization in Year 3.  This 
chapter has seven volunteers.  HEART is currently looking for an adoption center somewhere in 
the suburb of Williamsville that the Northtowns chapter would run.  They intend on using some of 
their Year 3 subsidy money to help fund the facility.   
 
Throughout Year 3, HEART has held bi-monthly volunteer orientations at their Hamburg adoption 
center.  This has resulted in the acquisition of around 25 new volunteers. 
 
Second Chance 
During Year 3, Second Chance received its Year 2 adoption subsidy money and used it to 
augment the organization in numerous ways.  Second Chance spent approximately $40,000 on 
veterinary expenses for treatable animals.  They purchased a new vacuum cleaner and a 
photocopier for their adoption center.  In addition, they invested in a Samsung Galaxy tablet, a 
monthly data plan and a Pay Anywhere swiper to accept credit card charges at all events. This 
will increase Second Chance’s ability to charge entrance fees at events and to sell products.  The 
group also purchased a "Spin & Win" prize wheel to make extra funds for the organization. 
 
Second Chance added six new socializers to their team as well as six new foster homes.   
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TLC 
Throughout Year 3, TLC used a considerable percentage of their adoption subsidy money on 
payroll expenses.  Ten Lives Club has grown significantly since the Project began and now 
employs a Director, Shelter Manager, part-time veterinarian, part-time vet tech, and three part-
time cleaners.  They have also used adoption subsidy funds to cover the cost of rent, payroll and 
maintenance for their ringworm facility.  Additionally, TLC purchased seven new cages and a 
“WhiskerWheel” for adoptions events, a new nametag engraver, two printers, a digital camera and 
a laptop.  Funds were also used on pharmaceuticals, dental surgeries, two wood lamps to detect 
ringworm, and an autoclave machine for sterilizing spay packs. 
 
Ten Lives Club hired a new shelter manager in October of 2011 after their previous shelter 
manager relocated to Florida.  The new manager has over 25 years of experience running a 
veterinary office.   In March, TLC hired a part-time fundraiser who will be responsible for applying 
for grants and acquiring sponsorship for events. 
 
In April, TLC was nominated for a Classy Award, a nationwide philanthropy award, due to their 
efforts to educate the public about illegal snare trapping in New York.  This came about after a cat 
was found in a creek bed with a snare wrapped tightly around his midsection. The story was 
featured on several local news stations.  In June, 41 pallets of Purina food was delivered to TLC’s 
shelter.  Over 40 people helped to unload the truck, including several feral cat colony caretakers 
to whom TLC then donated some of the food. 
 
The organization’s part-time veterinarian attended the Maddie’s® Shelter Medicine Conference in 
Orlando in August with all expenses paid for by TLC.  Also, in September, TLC sold their old 
shelter in Concord, NY.  The mortgage has now been paid off and the group will be left with a 
$7,000 profit.   
 
During the past year, TLC added over 40 new volunteers.  Their mailing list has been expanded to 
5,000 people. 
 
CBAS 
The City of Buffalo Animal Shelter has not yet received any of its adoption subsidy money but will 
in the early part of Year 4.  Once the adoption subsidy funds have been received, the shelter will 
use the money to cover veterinary expenses.  The City Shelter has been using its subsidy money 
from Year 2 towards spay/neuter costs. 
 
With 40 foster homes, the City Shelter’s foster program is thriving.  In Year 3, nearly 300 animals 
were cared for by foster volunteers.  New volunteer recruitment continued throughout the year 
with multiple orientation sessions.  As a result, 45 new volunteers were added to the permanent 
volunteer roster. 
 
SPCA 
Dogs and cats whose treatment in a veterinary hospital would exceed $500 are categorized as a 
part of the “Yelp for Help” program.  Presently, around eight to ten animals a week are considered 
“Yelp for Help” patients.  In Year 3, the SPCA used a portion of its subsidy money to treat 395 
patients in need of major surgery or advanced medical care.  One example of an animal treated in 
Year 3 is Velocity.  Velocity is a cat that was seen falling from a car engine on the thruway.  
Miraculously, a SPCA rescue driver was passing by and stopped, got out and scooped up the cat.  
In addition to multiple open wounds, it turns out that she was pregnant.  She has since delivered 
her babies and has been adopted by the staff member.  Other examples include Chocolate Cake, 
a pit mix whose leg needed to be amputated, and Stella, a pit who was heartworm positive with 
severe pneumonia. 
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Throughout Year 3, the SPCA has used its adoption subsidy funds to purchase new veterinary 
equipment.  Two examples include a pulse oximeter to monitor the oxygen saturation in an 
animal’s blood, and an IV infusion pump to administer fluids and nutrients to an animal. 
 
As was the case throughout Year 2, the SPCA’s adoption subsidy money helped cushion the loss 
of income associated with fee waived adoptions.  The SPCA has a permanent policy of waiving 
adoption fees for cats three and older as well as from special promotions such as fee waived 
adoptions on cats one and older.  Although the adoptions staff asks for a donation from each and 
every adopter, only 40% or so actually give a donation.  Furthermore, donations are down from 
previous years.  Desk donations amounted to $101,221 in Year 3 compared to $127,764 in Year 
2.  Looking forward to Year 4, the SPCA will be implementing an incentive program to increase 
desk donations.  Adopters who donate at least $20 will receive a certificate for 20% off a purchase 
at the Petique.  For every $10 they donate above $20, they will receive a 20% certificate good for 
a future purchase. The adoptions staff will receive one Desk Dough (DD) coupon for every $100 
they collect in donations.  Each DD is worth $1 in the Petique.  If they collect 50 DD, they can 
trade it in for a day off. 
 
 

C.  Advertising/PR/Promotions 
 
Coalition Advertising/PR/Promotions 
The Project Coordinator maintains a Maddie’s® Project website that can be found at 
www.MaddiesErieCounty.org.  In addition, a Facebook page is devoted to the Project to advertise 
about upcoming events and report on our progress - www.Facebook.com/home.php#/pages/The-
Maddies-Pet-Rescue-Project-in-Erie-County/192800379745?ref=ts.  Presently, there are over 
1,450 people who “like” the page.  Each week, a dog and cat of the week are featured on the 
Facebook page.  The spot is rotated amongst the Project partners. 
 
At the Galleria Adoption Center, a 6’ long sign hangs above the adoptions desk that advertises 
the Maddie’s® Pet Rescue Project in Erie County.  It has each of the partner logos on it as well as 
our slogan: No Pets Left Behind: No-Kill by 2014.  The coalition is also selling Maddie’s® Project t-
shirts with the Maddie’s Fund logo on the front and our slogan on the back. 
 
In February, the local NBC affiliate WGRZ posted about Bully for You! on their Facebook page.  
They framed the adoption event as a controversial issue, asking whether pit bulls were inherently 
dangerous.  Other than a few people who were biased against pit bull type dogs, it turns out that 
fans of WGRZ are overwhelmingly supportive and feel that pit bulls make great companions.   
 
The Pet Expo was featured in the Buffalo News in October of 2012 on two separate occasions.  
The first article was entitled “Huge pet expo will draw droves of animal lovers” and the second 
article was “Third annual Maddie’s expo gives pet products, services a starring role”. 
 
In the Year 3 budget, the coalition was allocated $9,500 in advertising funds.  These funds helped 
to bring further recognition to the Maddie’s® Project.   The Project Coordinator arranged for radio 
spots to promote the Galleria Kitten Shower and the Pet Expo.  There were also ads run in the 
Buffalo News to market these events.  Additionally, digital ads were run on the WGRZ website to 
promote the Eastern Hills Kitten Shower and the Pet Expo.  A Facebook ad promoted the Save 
the Strays Sweepstakes. 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.maddieseriecounty.org/
http://www.facebook.com/home.php#/pages/The-Maddies-Pet-Rescue-Project-in-Erie-County/192800379745?ref=ts
http://www.facebook.com/home.php#/pages/The-Maddies-Pet-Rescue-Project-in-Erie-County/192800379745?ref=ts
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Partner Advertising/PR/Promotions  
 
Black Dog, Second Chance 
In June, BDSC hosted an outdoor festival and fundraiser called Dogs Are Family Too.  The local 
CBS affiliate, WIVB, filmed a segment on the event. 
 
HEART 
On May 8th, the Buffalo News ran the article “Rescue group looks for a new home with HEART”.  
A month prior, the building manager where HEART’s adoption center is located informed the 
organization that he is selling the building and that the purchaser will be acquiring it along with a 
neighboring building.  Once the new purchaser finds a renter for both buildings, HEART will have 
to relocate once again.  The news article was a plea to the public to help HEART to find a 
permanent home in a high traffic area of Hamburg. 
 
Advertisements are placed in multiple local news publications for all of HEART’s events.  They are 
also placed on the website for the radio station 104.1. 
 
Second Chance 
On December 19th, the Buffalo News published an article entitled “Shelters and rescues may be a 
cheaper way to get a pet”.  The article detailed how adopting from a local shelter or rescue group 
is often cheaper than purchasing from a pet store or breeder and referenced everything that is 
included in Second Chance’s adoption fees. 
 
Ten Lives Club 
On November 9th, the Buffalo News ran a story entitled “An orange angel named Sherman brings 
joy to patients”.  The article told the tale of Sherman, a large orange cat who was transferred from 
the City of Buffalo Animal Shelter to Ten Lives Club.  He finally found a home in the memory care 
wing of a local nursing home. 
 
In April, a 10 second TV spot aired on TLC as part of the local ABC affiliates’s PSA’s.  
Additionally, on September 17th, the Buffalo News published the story “Ten Lives Club outfits 
mobile unit for pet adoptions”. 
 
CBAS 
City Shelter volunteers have made weekly appearances every Tuesday on the ABC affiliate 
WKBW’s Pet Talk segment as well as every Saturday on the NBC affiliate WGRZ’s 2 Your Pet 
segment.  Dogs available for adoption are promoted on the local radio station 104.1 FM.  
Additionally, the shelter maintains a website on petfinder.com as well as a Facebook page with 
over 3,000 fans. 
 
SPCA 
The SPCA enjoys weekly media segments on the local affiliates for all three major television 
networks: ABC, CBS and NBC.  They also have weekly spots on the local news station YNN and 
on two local radio stations.   
 
The December 19th Buffalo News article “Shelters and rescues may be a cheaper way to get a 
pet” outlined the SPCA’s adoption fee structure.  The article then compared the shelter’s adoption 
fees to the cost of purchasing a purebred animal. 
 
The Tonawanda News picked up on an SPCA press release in May and ran a story entitled “A 
place to purr: SPCA Serving Erie County in desperate need of foster homes for kittens and cats”.  
The article detailed how overwhelming kitten season is for the organization, and how rewarding it 
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is to be a foster volunteer.  Also in May, the Buffalo News published the article “SPCA offers 
volunteer opportunities for teens”. 
 
The SPCA runs a Facebook page with over 9,000 fans.  They use this page to promote animals 
available for adoption as well as upcoming fundraising events for both the SPCA and the 
Maddie’s® Project. 
 

D.  Maddie Recognition 
 
Coalition Recognition 
The Maddie’s Fund® logo is featured on the main page of the Project’s website, with a separate 
page dedicated to explaining about the foundation.  The logo is also featured on our letterhead 
and business envelopes as well as on the sponsorship materials for the Pet Expo. 
 
At the Galleria Mall Adoption Center, the Maddie’s Fund logo is prominently featured in the 
adoption center window.  It is also displayed in one of the cat condos as well as in each play room 
and on the cage cards.  Maddie’s Fund stickers, shrink tags and Tail Wag Activity Books are 
distributed to children.  
 
Partner Recognition 
 
Black Dog, Second Chance 
Black Dog, Second Chance promoted the Maddie’s® Pet Rescue Project in the following ways: 

• They hang posters and flyers at their tables during adoption events. 
• A section of their website devoted to the Project. 
• Whenever there is an upcoming Maddie’s® Project event, they advertise it on Facebook. 
• At the beginning of the quarter, they sent out a newsletter recognizing the Maddie's® 

Project. 
• They insert information about the Project in their adoption folders. 

 
HEART 
HEART promoted the Maddie’s® Pet Rescue Project in the following ways: 

• The Maddie’s Fund logo and a link to the movie about Maddie are on HEART’s website. 
• Maddie’s Fund is recognized on HEART’s section of the website of local radio station 

104.1.   
• HEART has a sign that they display at adoption and fundraising events that states HEART 

is a proud partner of the Maddie’s® Pet Rescue Project. 
 
Second Chance 
Second Chance promoted the Maddie’s® Pet Rescue Project in the following ways: 

• The Maddie’s Fund logo is on the main page of Second Chance’s website as well as the 
pages on cats/dogs for adoption. 

• The Maddie’s Fund logo is on Second Chance’s letterhead and brochures. 
• The Maddie’s Fund logo is on a 6’ banner that is showcased at adoption events. 

 
TLC 
Ten Lives Club promoted the Maddie’s® Pet Rescue Project in the following ways: 

• There is a page on TLC’s website with the Maddie’s Fund logo that is devoted to the 
Project. 

• TLC has a sign in their shelter lobby with the Maddie’s Fund logo. 
• TLC recognizes Maddie’s Fund in its quarterly newsletter. 
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• The Maddie’s Fund logo is also included in the Ten Lives Club calendar, one of their major 
annual fundraisers 

 
CBAS 
The City Shelter promoted the Maddie’s® Pet Rescue Project in the following ways: 

• A section of the City Shelter’s website is devoted to the Maddie’s® Project. 
• The staff hands out Maddie’s Fund patches and Tail Wag Activity books to kids. 
• The CBAS has a sign that they display at adoption and fundraising events that states that 

the City of Buffalo Animal Shelter is a proud partner of the Maddie’s® Pet Rescue Project. 
• CBAS volunteers regularly engage the public at adoption and fundraising events to explain 

how the Maddie’s® Project is changing the lives of animals at the shelter. 
• All new shelter gear worn by volunteers prominently displays the Maddie’s® patch in 

addition to the shelter logo. 
 
SPCA 
The SPCA promoted the Maddie’s® Pet Rescue Project in the following ways: 

• There is a separate page devoted to Maddie’s Fund and the Maddie’s® Pet Rescue 
Project on the SPCA website YourSPCA.org. 

• Yelp for Help, a program to treat dogs and cats requiring immediate, and expensive, 
veterinary care, is advertised as the official program of the Maddie’s® Pet Rescue Project. 

• The Maddie’s Fund logo appears as a sponsor in one of the dog kennels. 
• Maddie’s® shrink tags are handed out to all children at the Adoptions Desk. 
• A community brochure explaining the Maddie’s® Pet Rescue Project is distributed at all 

events by the Humane Education staff, along with Maddie’s Fund stickers and Maddie’s® 
Tail Wag Activity Books. 

• There is a Maddie’s® Project section of the Volunteer Times, a newsletter sent out to more 
than 1,500 volunteers. 

• A large adoptions goal sign hangs in the adoptions lobby that states that the SPCA is a 
proud partner of the Maddie’s® Pet Rescue Project. 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

Bully for You! Adoption Event to Promote the Misunderstood Pit Bull 
  
January 30, 2012 – On February 4, 2012, the Maddie’s® Pet Rescue Project partners will be hosting Bully for 
You!, an adoption event to promote pit bull type dogs in our community.  More than a dozen dogs will be 
available for adoption from the SPCA Serving Erie County and the City of Buffalo Animal Shelter from 11am – 
2pm in the SPCA Auditorium, 205 Ensminger Rd. 
 
The Maddie’s® Pet Rescue Project in Erie County is committed to ending the euthanasia of shelter dogs and 
cats with treatable medical and behavioral conditions.  The Project partners are also dedicated to improving 
the image of pit bulls, a term that does not refer to a breed of dog, but rather to a physical description.  Often 
the victims of irresponsible pet owners who treat them as resident dogs rather than family pets, pit bulls are 
very social and loving animals.  Based on the American Temperament Testing Society’s tests on canine 
aggression and friendliness, the American Pit Bull Terrier achieved a higher positive score than Golden 
Retrievers and Cocker Spaniels (data obtained from www.atts.org). 
 
As well as taking home a devoted companion, those who adopt a pit bull on February 4th will receive a Kong 
and a bag of training treats.  Adoption fees, which will vary by organization, also include the cost of 
spay/neuter surgery and vaccinations.  Each adopter will be entered into a drawing to receive a certificate for 
a free pet portrait from Wild Eye Photos.  In addition, Miranda Workman, CEO of Purrfect Paws Animal 
Behavior Center, will be performing K9 Nose Work demonstrations at 12pm and 1pm that will show pet 
owners how to develop their dogs natural scenting abilities. 
 
If you are ready to make a commitment to an adoring dog, or would like to talk with a certified professional 
dog trainer about what kind of dog would do best in your home, stop by the SPCA on February 4th.  For more 
details, visit www.MaddiesErieCounty.org.  
 
About Maddie’s Fund: Maddie’s Fund®, The Pet Rescue Foundation (www.maddiesfund.org), is a family 
foundation which is funded by the founder of Workday and PeopleSoft, Dave Duffield and his wife, Cheryl. 
Maddie's Fund is helping to create a no-kill nation where all healthy and treatable shelter dogs and cats are 
guaranteed a loving home. 
 
To achieve this goal, Maddie’s Fund is investing its resources in building community collaborations where 
animal welfare organizations come together to develop successful models of lifesaving; in veterinary colleges 
to help shelter medicine become part of the veterinary curriculum to train veterinarians to save the lives of 
sick and injured dogs and cats in animal shelters; and in the implementation of  a national strategy to promote 
accountability and transparency in animal shelter operations. Maddie’s Fund is named after the family’s 
beloved Miniature Schnauzer who passed away in 1997. 
 

### 
 
For more information, please contact: 
Kara Lee  
Project Coordinator 
karal@spcaec.com   /   343-0253 
 
 
 

http://www.atts.org/
http://www.maddiesfund.org/
mailto:karal@spcaec.com
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

 Kitten Shower to Welcome the Pitter Patter of Little Paws 
  
June 18, 2012 – Kitten season is in full swing, and area shelters and rescue groups are flooded with tiny, 
mewing kittens.  On June 30, 2012, the Maddie’s® Pet Rescue Project is hosting its annual Kitten Shower 
from 11:00 – 2:00 at the Galleria Mall near the Apple Store.  The City Animal Shelter, SPCA Serving Erie 
County, and Ten Lives Club will be present with cats of all ages and colors.  In addition, the SPCA Humane 
Education Department will have crafts for kids and educational materials for adopters. 
 
Since January 1st, the Maddie’s® Project partners have cared for over 3,000 homeless cats and kittens.  Local 
rescue groups and shelters must work quickly to place cats in loving homes in order to accommodate the 
unrelenting influx.  Adopters who bring a “gift” to the shower, such as litter, towels, or plastic carriers, will 
receive a reduced adoption fee.  Fees, which will vary by organization, include the cost of spay/neuter 
surgery and vaccinations.   
 
Not ready to adopt?  Foster volunteers are desperately needed to allow vulnerable kittens to grow to two or 
three months of age.  Once the kittens reach a proper size, they can be returned and subsequently spayed or 
neutered and adopted.  All of the Maddie’s® Project partners provide their volunteers with the food and 
supplies necessary for a successful foster placement. 
 
The Maddie’s® Pet Rescue Project in Erie County is a coalition composed of six area rescue groups and 
shelters.  The Project is partially funded by a generous grant from Maddie’s Fund®.  By pooling their 
resources, the partners aim to end the euthanasia of shelter dogs and cats with treatable medical conditions.  
Also included in the grant are funds for the Maddie’s® Spay/Neuter Project.  Medicaid recipients and feral 
caregivers can spay or neuter a cat for just $10 at area veterinary hospitals.  For a list of participating 
veterinarians, visit www.operationpets.org. 
 
If you are ready to make a commitment to an adoring feline, stop by the Galleria Mall on June 30th.  To find 
out more about the Kitten Shower, or on how to become a foster volunteer, visit 
www.MaddiesErieCounty.org. 
 
About Maddie’s Fund: Maddie’s Fund®, The Pet Rescue Foundation, www.maddiesfund.org, is a family 
foundation funded by Workday and PeopleSoft Founder Dave Duffield and his wife, Cheryl.  Maddie’s Fund is 
helping to create a no-kill nation where all healthy and treatable shelter dogs and cats are guaranteed a 
loving home. 
 
To achieve this goal, Maddie’s Fund is investing its resources in building community collaborations where 
animal welfare organizations come together to develop successful models of lifesaving; in veterinary colleges 
to help shelter medicine become part of the veterinary curriculum; in private practice veterinarians to 
encourage greater participation in the animal welfare cause; and in the implementation of 
national strategies to collect and report shelter statistics.  Maddie’s Fund is named after the family’s beloved 
Miniature Schnauzer who passed away in 1997. 
 

### 
 
 
For more information, please contact: 
Kara Lee, Project Coordinator 
kara@maddieseriecounty.org   /   343-0253                               

http://www.maddieseriecounty.org/
http://www.maddiesfund.org/
mailto:kara@maddieseriecounty.org
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

Maddie’s Pet Rescue Project to Host Western NY’s Largest Pet Expo 
  
October 15, 2012 – The most exciting event for area pet owners is taking place on Oct 19 & 20th at the 
Fairgrounds Event Center in Hamburg: the Maddie’s Pet Rescue Project Pet Expo & Super Adoption 
Event.  The Pet Expo promises one stop shopping for pet owners with 110 vendors exhibiting pet-related 
products and services. 
 
Anyone thinking of adopting a new member of the family should not miss the Super Adoption Event taking 
place throughout the duration of the Pet Expo.  Never before have so many local pet-related organizations 
come together under one roof.  Adoptable dogs and cats of all ages and breeds will be present on Friday and 
Saturday from 30 area rescue groups and shelters.  Adoption fees will vary by organization. 
 
On Friday evening, a canine fashion show will be MC’d by Rob Lucas of STAR 102.5.  Taking place on 
Saturday will be agility, working K9, and pet first aid demonstrations.  Leashed dogs will be welcome with a 
signed liability waiver at the door.  Pet owners are encouraged to bring their camera to have their pet’s taken 
with the North Ridge Star Wars Fan Club.  They can also enter their pet in one of three contests on Saturday 
at 1:00pm: Dogs Got Talent, Best Dog Costume, and Star Wars Character Look Alike.   
 
Proceeds from the Pet Expo will help sustain the Maddie’s® Pet Rescue Project, a collaboration by Black 
Dog, Second Chance; the City of Buffalo Animal Shelter; HEART; Second Chance; the SPCA Serving Erie 
County; and Ten Lives Club.  Through a prolific grant from Maddie’s Fund®, the Maddie’s® Pet Rescue 
Project began in October of 2009 to guarantee a home for every healthy and treatable homeless dog and cat 
in Erie County.  Since the Project began, the euthanasia of shelter animals with treatable medical conditions 
is down by nearly 90%.  By 2014, the Project partners will save over 2,500 shelter pets from euthanasia each 
year.   

Admission to the Pet Expo is $6 on Friday, with hours from 6pm - 9pm, and $8 on Saturday, with hours from 
10am - 5pm.  Bring in the Pet Expo ad found in the Buffalo News Gusto for $2 off admission.  Kids 12 and 
under are free. 

For more details about the Pet Expo, visit www.MaddiesErieCounty.org.   

About Maddie’s Fund: Maddie’s Fund, The Pet Rescue Foundation, www.maddiesfund.org, is a family foundation 
funded by Workday and PeopleSoft Founder Dave Duffield and his wife, Cheryl.  Maddie’s Fund is helping to create a 
no-kill nation where all healthy and treatable shelter dogs and cats are guaranteed a loving home. 
 
To achieve this goal, Maddie’s Fund is investing its resources in building community collaborations where animal 
welfare organizations come together to develop successful models of lifesaving; in veterinary colleges to help shelter 
medicine become part of the veterinary curriculum; in private practice veterinarians to encourage greater participation in 
the animal welfare cause; and in the implementation of national strategies to collect and report shelter statistics.  
Maddie’s Fund is named after the family’s beloved Miniature Schnauzer who passed away in 1997. 
 

### 
 
For more information, please contact: 
Kara Lee, Project Coordinator 
karal@spcaec.com   /   716-343-0253 

http://www.maddiesfund.org/
mailto:karal@spcaec.com
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